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Atari games net $37K on eBay

The highest paid game was a mint condition E.T. that sold for $1,537:
20% of proceeds to go to the historical society, 80% to the city

By Jacqueline Devine
Jjadevine@alamogordonews.com
@Demweuine on Twitter

They say “one man’s trash is
another man’s treasure” and this
was proven to be true for Al-
amogordo as the first round of 100
Atari games auctioned on eBay

ended Thursday night at 9 p.m.
raking in a staggering $37,471.39.

The highest paid game was
E.T., The Extra-Terrestrial re-
served in its box that went for
$1,537. The second highest paid
game was another E.T. that was
only the cartridge, for $710. The
games are all from the infamous

Atari dig that were excavated
from the Alamogordo Landfill
earlier this year.

Tularosa Basin Historical So-

ciety Vice President Joe Lewan- |

dowski said he wasn’t expecting
the total to be that high. He said
he was expecting if anything up

AUCTION » PAGE 8

Visitors to the
Video Game
Museum of
Rome play
working Atari
cartridges of
Pac-Man and
E.T. The Extra-
Terrestrial in a
classic arcade
style console.
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to $20,000.

“The last time I checked,
the total was $14,800 be-
fore the auction was about
to end and I thought that’s
great that’s the range I was
expecting,” said Lewan-
dowski. “Then towards
the end it just kept going
up and up, I couldn’t be-
lieve it.”

While many different
Atari 2600 games were be-

ing auctioned, the ET. car- —

tridges were the most pop-
ular by far which is ironic
since it has been dubbed
the “worst video game of
all time.” The other non
E.T. cartridges in the
bunch weren’t as sought
after but they still man-
aged to average a total of
$500. The lowest price to
Own a piece of Atari gam-
ing history was a copy of
Missile Command that
went for $160.

there's still 750
games to be auctioned and
the next batch of games
should be posted by late
next week, but there is no
exact date yet,

Video Game Museum of Rome displays Atari cartridges

unearthed from the Alamogordo Landfill in an exhibition
called “E.T. The Fall: Atar| Buried Treasures.” Games being
displayed are E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial, Star Raiders

Warlords, Defender, and Asteroids, 8

=T ﬁw”and'i:ﬁmwwfwﬁﬁ'mh-m first like
we did the first time then
50 after that, and then an-
other 50. It’s really a con-
tinuation, back to back,” ported that he has sent five
said Lewandowski. “We’re g

really not sure how many Museum of Rome which in-

clude E.T,, The Extra-Ter-

more

“We're thinking of put-

auctions in total there’s go-

ing to be at this point.”
The coveted E.T. game
that sold for a surprising
$1,5637 went to an individ-
ual in Canada and other
games went as far as Mo-
rocco said Lewandowski,
He added that he will pro-
vide a report with all the
details for the commission
and the public soon,
Lewandowski said the
demand for more games is
strong as more game en-
thusiasts keep contacting
him asking when they’re
going to post more so they
can own a piece of Atari

COURTESY PHoTo  landfill history.

“T’keep getting messages

from people around the
world asking me if there’s
anymore left, it’s crazy,”

aid Lewandowski., “The

Deople that lost the bids
P e Bt

re demanding more but

I keep telling them they
have to keep checking.”

Lewandowski also re-

ames to the Video Game

restrial, Star Raiders, War-
lords, Defender, and As-
teroids. The museum has
them neatly displayed in
an exhibition called “E.T.
The Fall: Atari Buried
Treasures.”

“Along with the five
games we also sent them
articles and pictures from
the Atari dumping of 1983
as well as recent pictures
of the Atari dig,” said Le-
wandowski, “As a little ex-
tra we also sent them a lit-
tle bag of Alamogordo dirt,
It just makes the whole
package much more au-
thentic.”

On Dec. 1 The Tularosa
Basin Historical Society
and the city will get to-
gether to discuss what to
do with the money raised
from the games. Lewan-

dowski said he will not
see a-dime from it, con-
trary to what some people
think. He said 20 percent
will go to the historical so-
ciety and the remaining 80
percent will go to the city.
“This is a unique situa-

tion in that this money is
unexpected, it came from
nowhere. In my personal
opinion, I would like to see
the money being used for
something special for the
residents of this commu-
nity,” said Lewandowski.
“I would like for it to be
used for something recre-
ational, like a park. I don’t
want to see it being spent
on pot holes or anything
like that. It would be good,
but again this is something
special. I want the city to
build something.”

The documentary “At-
ari: Game Over” debuts on
Xbox Live Nov. 20 which
chronicles the company’s
rise and. fall via its big-
gest commercial failure,
E.T.,, The Extra-Terres-
trial. The documentary,
praﬂucedﬁbymﬁbm&us-r
tries and Microsoft, will
also feature the unearth-
ing of the cartridges from
the Alamogordo Landfill
putting to rest the biggest
urban legend of the gam-
ing world.
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